“Swedish

By Aiberta Anderson Fnke

Jenny Lmd Lodge#388 Tur-
lock, California, has been fortu-
nate to have a Swedish'scholaras a -
member for a time, Before his re-
turn 10 Sweden recently, Henrik
Tallgren, a social anthropologist,
_'has been living in-Turlock- since

September-of 1994~while doing
research for his doctoral degree at :
the University of Goteborg, Swe-
den. On leave from.his lecturing
duues in Goteborg. ‘e ‘has ‘been

farmland region. In'1902; Turlock

people, but,” ‘within the ‘next |15

- “employer in Turlock-is’the Cov
“enantChurch, withmorethan 1, 000

" employeesatthe local hospltal and

‘“retirement commumly ok

- Swedish traditions stronger
- here than in Sweden - .

*_ Not much-has .d
Tallgren s eagle-eycd -investiga~

“study. During meeting, he always
“had his little green notebook at
* hand, jotting down everything he

_saw and heard! At the lodge’s 75th
- anniversary- last year, you could

‘and the District Master.
When asked what he thought
" about us Swedes, Tallgren said in
_perfect English, but with an unmis-
~ tgkable ‘Swedish accent: “In some -

Turlock is invisible, mixed with all
athar pthnie ornrine. bt the Swedich

2 j'tﬁ.'JSacl-Jc:z.-\c-nL-h-.. f_fr-ma.s‘h-u

who are_desi:ended_fmm emigfants-]
who settled in-the Central Valley:.

was a_small-town “of, about 300
months, 975 Swedes arrived and

they keptcoming for the following B
decades, all.hou hnotin those greal

be seen in Turlock; as the major::'

*+'tion,-and members in"the ‘Vasa:
Lodge have also- been part of his

- " see-Tallgren in animated discus-
" sions with both the Grand Master -

*ways the Swedish community in -

ger th .
lheSwedesmgremermanmexrnum
“ber would suggest and, since the

city's incorporation in 1908, there
. have always been Swedes on the ::su
 Turlock city council.™ )

Tallgren could also tell that
des and Scandmavmns have
-had ‘a great impact 'on the_agri
“business, especially in the poultry

and dairy industries. In the 1950s,

a Swede had -a lurkey hatchery,

processing ten million eggs annu- -
" about the Swedes. Traveling
" around California, he also lectured ~
" at-various festivals land universi-
- ties and often was a|guest speaker | .
- at local Vasa lodgeq and other or-
- ganizations.

ally, and there are several Swedes
involved in the well-knownHilmar
Cheese Facturj(, the largest cheese
manufacturer in Callfomia,'aim-
ing at becoming the blggest in
America as well. .

" Millions clalm Swedish
ancestry -
Amajorquesucanallgren s
thesis is “what does it meanto be a
ﬂ'wedlvh American?” To that an-

’?"'-‘151 (ornn 2t qleas —

ot a1

-Americans around Turlock |
are subject of doctoral work

tion, there might be as many an-'
- . swersas there are Swedish-Ameri-
~cans: some 4.6 million claimed -
: Swedish ancestry in the 1990 cen- -], .-~
us). Although Tallgren has been |- .. -
onductmgmtcrwextnwnhpeople :
ainly inthe | .
“.Torlock region, he has extended - | - - .
is-research throughout northern .
_,—_Callfomla Hcalsospenlconsrder— :
= able time at libraries as well as at -
“the local newspaper; trying to find -

f Swedish descen

out just about everything written

Jenny Lind Lodge feels pmud
of having been the host lodge for

. Tallgren and is looking forward to
- reading his thesis, which he hopes .

to have published by 1998!
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